By April 1970, 28 MEGs were operating; 14 were or-
ganizing; and 17 were in planning stages. By the end of
calendar 1971, 50 MEGs were operational. It is hoped
that eventually there will be 176 MEGs throughout the
United States.

The effectiveness of the MEG concept is demonstrated
in the following examples;

Q The metropolitan area encompassing Reading, Pa.,
showed a 14-percent decrease in overall crime by the
close of FY 1970 after the local MEG unit had been
in operation for only 2 months. Although detailed sta-
tistical data arc lacking, a decrease in overall heroin
traffic and abuse was reported.

G A Cleveland, Ohio, MEG, consisting of the Cleveland
Police Department, Western Suburban Enforcement
Bureau, and BNDD agents of the Cleveland District
Office, ended an undercover investigation which lasted
several months, Early in July 1971, more than 50
persons were arrested as a result of this action.

D During April 1971, the Atlanta, Ga., MEG, assisted
by the BNDD Atlanta District Office, completed 61
cases, 20 for narcotics violations and 41 for dangerous
drug violations.

O The Savannah, Ga., MEG, also aided by the BNDD
Atlanta District Office, made 17 arrests for possession
and sale of narcotics and dangerous drugs in April
1971. In addition, a major drug theft operation was
smashed, three persons arrested, and $12,000 worth
of narcotics and dangerous drugs seized.

Q Tri-Gounty Regional Narcotics Unit, the Portland,
Orcg., MEG, conducted its first major rouncl-up in
late June. Twenty persons wore arrested and 100
pounds of marijuana and quantities of other narcotics
and dangerous drugs were seized,

Direct assistance. Direct BNDD assistance to local juris-
dictions at the agent level is another form of enforcement
aid. Agent assistance is often provided in intelligence op-
erations, such as surveillance and preliminary investi-
gations. BNDD agents also aid in overall planning
and act as observers. Through BNDD cooperation with
State and local agencies, 1,713 arrests were made in FY
1969, 900 in FY 1970, and 2,247 in FY 1971. In 1971
local agencies made 4,991 requests for assistance; BNDD
responded to 3,094 of these. The results of this close co-
operation are encouraging, Following arc a few case his-
tories that point out different types of aid and the success
achieved by this program:

D In the Boston Region during June 1971, cooperative
efforts resulted in the seizure of 14 pounds of mesca-
line, more than 100 pounds of marijuana, and the
arrest of six defendants.

D In July 1971, the Santa Ana, Calif., Police Department
requested assistance in the arrest of persons who would
be picking up two trunks of marijuana at the local
Railway Express Office. As a result, three persons
were arrested and 350 pounds of marijuana were
seized. BNDD agents and officers from the Santa Ana
Police Department made the arrests and seizures.

Q Montgomery County, Md., police requested aid in
investigating the reason for increasing seizures of
DMT in the area. With agent aid from BNDD, a
clandestine DMT laboratory was uncovered and three
pci-sons arrested.

Q In Cincinnati, Ohio, local police with BNDD agent
aid arrested four persons and shut down a clandestine
laboratory producing metharnphctaminc; the equip-

ment was valued at $3,000. Seized with the defendants
were a kilo of marijuana and a gallon of phenobarbital
elixir.

[] Late in 1970, BNDD agents working with St, James,
Minn., policemen seized 970 pounds of marijuana and
arrested two persons. One of the few marijuana-to-
hashish conversion laboratories ever found in the
United States was discovered as well.

State and Local Training

The problem of providing specialized narcotic and dan-
gerous drug law enforcement training for State and local
enforcement officers has been of great concern to the
Bureau from its inception, Reorganization Plan No. 1 of
1968, which created BNDD, stated that "the new BNDD,
to be headed by a director appointed by the Attorney
General, will . . , work with State and local govern-
ments in their crack-down on illegal trade in drugs and
narcotics and help to train local agents and investigators."

This statutory authority was reasserted in P,L, 91-513
(October 27, 1970) which stated that "the Attorney
General shall cooperate with local, State, and Federal
agencies concerning traffic in controlled substances and
in suppressing the abuse of controlled substances. To this
end, he is authorized to ... conduct training programs
on controlled substance law enforcement for State., local}
and Federal personnel,"

To carry out the responsibility of providing State and
local training, BNDD established several basic programs.
The programs offered include a 10-week Police Train-
ing Institute conducted at the National Training- Insti-
tute, a 2-week Law Enforcement Training School con-
ducted at the National Training Institute and in loca-
tions throughout the United States, a Forensic Chemists
School conducted at the National Training Institute, and
workshops for College Administrators conducted in Wash-
ington, D.G., and more recently in field locations through-
out the United States. The Bureau also provides assist-
ance to foreign law enforcement officials by conducting
international training programs. A description of each of
these programs follows,

Ten-week training program. Tn FY 1971, the 10-week
Police Training Institute was introduced. This academy-
like program provides foreign, State, county, and city
drug enforcement officers with intensive training similar
to that received by BNDD criminal investigator person-
nel. Seventy officers graduated from this program in FY
1971, and 71 officers participated in FY 1972.

Two-week training program. The 2-week Law Enforce-
ment Training School was originally conducted in Wash-
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ous Drugs at its Washington, D.G., headquarters.
